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1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 This report proposes ways of involving young people (those under 18) 

in the Council’s petitions process. 
 
2. RECOMMENDATION(S) 
 
2.1 The Committee is recommended to agree:- 
 

(1) That petitions submitted by young people be accepted under the 
petitions process where they have a minimum of five signatories 
which have been verified either by the school to which the pupils 
belong or the Youth Council; 

(2) That Education and Children’s Services, pupil councils and the 
Youth Council be asked to support and promote the petitions 
process; and 

(3) That Council be recommended to establish a small sub committee 
of five members which can visit schools to hear petitions to avoid 
the need for schools to arrange visits during the school day to 
present petitions to this Committee at the Town House. 

 
 

3. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 

3.1 Any financial implications arising from widening access to the petitions 
process will be negligible, though the subject matter of future petitions 
may involve budgetary implications for services. 
 

4. OTHER IMPLICATIONS 
 

4.1 There are no other major implications, although the potential additional 
demands on school staff has been raised by Educations officials. The 
proposals in this report have been drafted in such a way as to minimise 
this. 
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5. BACKGROUND/MAIN ISSUES 

 
5.1 At its meeting of 24 April 2014 (Article 3 of the Minute of Meeting 

refers) the Petitions Committee called for a report on involving young 
people (those under 18 who are not on the electoral register) in the 
petitions process.  

 
5.2 Discussions have been held with officers in Education and Children’s 

Services, including those responsible for supporting Pupil Voice and 
Schools Councils (which would cover school pupils in the city) and the 
Youth Council (which would cover young people age 14 – 25, thereby 
including those who have left school but are not yet 18, and so do not 
appear on the electoral register). 

 
5.3 The Committee was keen to encourage participation by young people 

in the democratic process but there needs to be a control over the 
subject matter of any petitions submitted, and there would undoubtedly 
be issues for schools if a group of pupils were invited to present a 
petition – schools would need to arrange transport and teacher support 
for a visit, and attending a scheduled meeting may present difficulties if 
children were to then miss other timetabled lessons. One way to 
address these may be to establish a small sub committee which could 
visit schools at a convenient time, for example during classes on 
citizenship, or modern studies. It is however proposed that schools be 
given the option of attending a meeting of the committee in the Town 
House if preferable. 

 
5.4 Accordingly, it is proposed that in the first instance, School Councils, 

Pupil Voice and the Youth Council be asked to promote the petitions 
process to pupils and young people. Petitions could then be taken 
forward through those bodies who would be asked, with teacher 
support where appropriate, to help frame the terms of any petition so 
that it would be appropriate and not fail to be accepted once submitted. 

 
5.5 Schools would be asked to ensure that five of the signatories (which 

would be the minimum for a petition from young people) were pupils of 
the school whose council submitted it; Pupil Voice and the Youth 
Council would be asked to confirm that any petition submitted through 
them had come from young people. It is acknowledged that some 
schools do not yet have a council, but officers are working to address 
this. In the interim, it may be possible to submit a petition though such 
schools as part of a classroom project. 
 

6. IMPACT 
 
6.1 Corporate – This proposal accords with Aberdeen – the Smarter City 

as it will help young people make a full contribution to the city, promote 
communities and encourage participation in active citizenship, decision 
making and democracy. It will develop young people’s self esteem and 
assist in allowing them to achieve their potential. 
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6.2 From the perspective of Education and Children’s Services, there will 
be implications in that school staff would be required to confirm that 
pupils signing a petition were indeed school pupils. By setting the 
minimum figure at five signatories, it is hoped that such impact will be 
reduced to a negligible level. However, the option would exist of 
allowing the petitions process to be included in classwork and 
participation or promotion of a petition could be a real opportunity to 
promote citizenship. 
 

6.3 Public – Officers in Democratic Services have addressed the Youth 
Council and spoken to representatives of the University of Aberdeen 
and Robert Gordon University to promote participation in local 
democracy and this is another and very significant aspect of that work. 
It will also help address concerns raised during the recent City Voice 
exercise that the demands of the petitions process are too onerous 
(this feedback will be reported separately to Council). 
 

7. MANAGEMENT OF RISK 
 
7.1 The main risk in this area would be that signatories would not be 

resident in the city or would not be pupils of the school launching a 
petition, however by having school staff or Youth Council members 
verify signatures, this risk can be managed. Similarly, there is a risk 
that petitions would not be valid once received, and the school staff 
and Youth Council involvement should help ensure that these are 
framed appropriately. 

 
8. BACKGROUND PAPERS 

 
8.1 None 
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